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Beard, captain of the Augusia
County Fire department, was

killed instantly this morning|
to a county fire collided with
er train at the grade cross-
Southard, another fireman,

to the D. V. Hyden

Stuarts Draft when the acei-

dent occurred. It was dark at the time—7:18—and Dr. C.
E. Obenschain, county coroner,

| Beard had come in sight of th

expressed the opinion that
e fire and was paying more;

applied the truck
it was too late.
ghowed for -nin
‘thighway.
Thrown From Truck
The locomotive engine struck the
front of the truck and knocked the
vehicle around, throwing Beard
‘1about ten feet from his machine.
The coroner, who visited the scene,
said the vietim received a fractured
 sikul] and ‘many other fractures.”
| Heard, who was 29 vears of gy
was @ son of Mr, and Mrs, O, B.
| Beard of Middiebrook.
'; A few minutes after
ocourred, word was sent to the
Staunton fire department, which
sent a firg truck and the first aid
iruck to the scene. Southard, who
is » son of Mrs. Leo J. Burnicke of
this eity, was pubt in the emergency
truck zhd hrought o King’s Daugh-
ters’ hospital. He received a head
injury and was reported by hospital
attaches to be “still in a daze” early
this affernoon. i
John Hemp, aboui 17, & third five~
man on the truck, received onty
mingr hurts. ‘
’ Hemp, Who Was riding in the cab
with  Miller, said that the driver
had stopped for the first set of
railroad tracks and bad just gotten
the front wheels of the truck on
tne second set when he stopped the.
vehicle, bub it was too late to anolid
the collision. Sbtuthard was stand-
ing on the Tear platform of the
fruck. e
Damage fo the truck was esti-
| mated to be as much as. $3,000.
By the time the county truck he-
ecame involved in the accident, the
farm house WwWas nearly destroyed,’
and when the city truck reached
1Stuarts Draft the house had buyT-
1ed down and the iruck was taken
no further. The house was owned
by Mack East, father of Mrs. Hyden.
Practically nothing was saved from

brakes, but1
Tire marks.
e feet on the!
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thef accident

. s to the railroad crossing. He
“levidently saw the train and® - -

COUNTY PEOPLE SHOULD
" CALL STAUNTON FIREMEN

Until Aungusta county is able
to restore its fire depariment to
service, all rural people who

‘ have need of assisiance in case -
of fire are advised to call the
Qtannton  Fire  depariment,
phone 101; or simply ask the
telephone operafor for Staum- °
ton fire headgnarters,  An-

| - nourseement.. tn. this_effect. was, -

made this afternoon
Boeard of Supervisors.

by the

ment andschief county trock driver
since the department was organized
in 1938. He lived at 162 Greenville
avenus, . *

WMr. Beard, who was single, is sur-
vived by his parents, three .sisters
and two brothers.

Funeral arrangements had not
been completed this afternoom.

‘g Not See Train

Trooper Numa Helsabeck said
tnat Beard apparently did not see
the train until too close to avold |
the accident. The front of the truek
engine and the coweatcher Thit,
knocking the vehicle around, with
the side of the locomotive cailsing
the damage, the trooper said, One
of the trainmen said that this pas-
seriger - train  usually makes aboul
85 miles an hour over the crossing
ynless it slows down for medl, and
it was reported to have been moving
“pight fast” this morning. The
trooper estimated that the train
van about 800 yards hefore being
brought to a stop.

Cibty Manager W-L. Hall said that
some arrangement would probably
be made with the Board of Super-
visors this afternoon whereby the
city would provide fire protection
for county property until the’ cgun=
ty truck can be-yepaired or a new;
one boughts - - ¥ i . ’

tHe huilding and a small oubbuitd~
»irngjwm—ﬁm—ﬂesﬁmﬂfr”--%e plage
was discovered by Justus Cline, who|
fives mcross. the.river. ’
T the eollision, the- front-of. the!
iruck was demolished, but little!
1 damage was done to the cab and
1pbody. The engine was knocked
loose, fenders, headlight, and grill
Jwere knocked off, as was the .left
‘froni wheel. ,The right frent of
the locomotive was domewhat dam-
aged, - .
; sne freight car was on 3 siding

this, together with ‘the depot,
have contributed to the acci«
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